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INSIDE

Tuesday, July 20, 7:30 - 9 a.m.
COFFEE, TEA AND CONTACTS
Panera Bread   
689 Howe Rd., Cuyahoga Falls
This event is a power networking get-together de-
signed for Chamber members to make important
connections with their fellow member businesses.
While exchanging business cards is great, it’s cer-
tainly more effective for businesspeople to learn
about one another’s respective companies in an inti-
mate setting. For more information call 330-376-
5550.

Wednesday, August 4, noon
AKRON ROUNDTABLE
Quaker Station 
The University of Akron, Akron
PGA Tour Commissioner Tim Finchem will speak on
the “PGA Tour and The Akron Community” which co-
incides with the annual Bridgestone Invitational at
Firestone Country Club. Finchem is the third commis-
sioner of the PGA Tour succeeding Deane R. Beman
as commissioner on June 1, 1994. Finchem, deputy
commissioner and chief operating officer of the Tour
under Beman since 1989, joined the Tour staff as vice
president of business affairs in 1987. As commission-
er, Finchem has greatly expanded the earnings op-
portunities for PGA Tour players domestically and in-
ternationally. He also has taken leadership roles in
the formation of the International Federation of PGA
Tours and the World Golf Foundation, Inc. His per-
sonal dedication to the success of the World Golf
Foundation’s First Tee initiative has helped that pro-
gram achieve its initial objectives in developing facili-
ties that will have an impact on the game for years to
come. Tickets for the luncheon are $15. All luncheon
attendees will also be entered into a drawing to re-
ceive two free tickets to attend the 2010 Ambassador
of Golf Presentation honoring Golf Legend Tom Wat-
son at Firestone Country Club on August 4, 2010
compliments of the World Golf Championships-
Bridgestone Invitational. To purchase tickets and for
additional information on this and other Akron Round-
table luncheons, visit www.akronroundtable.org. For
more information contact Joan Lauck, administrative
director, at 330-247-8682 or jl.roundtable@sbcglob-
al.net.

Community Calendar Page 20

CALENDAR

INSIDE: Ohio church ministry repairs bicycles Page 2

10th District vacates lower court ruling Page 2

SHERRY KARABIN
Legal News Reporter

It has been less than six
months since 50-year-old Medi -
na, Ohio resident Natoma Can -
field was diagnosed with
leukemia.  It was March of
2010, and Canfield remembers
it like it was yesterday.

ÒI remember thinking clearly
that I did not know that much
about leukemia,Ó she said. ÒIt
was frightening. At that point I
did not know if it would be cur -
able.Ó 

Making matters much worse,
Canfield, who was self-em -
ployed and had a pre-existing
condition, was forced to cancel
her health insurance two
months earlier because the
rates had become too high, a
dilemma that she had written to
President Barack Obama about
in December of 2009. 

ÒHer insurance kept going
up,Ó recalled Connie Anderson,
CanfieldÕs sister. ÒShe was try -
ing desperately to keep it be -
cause she believed it was the
most important thing. But she
was getting further and further
into debt and she realized she
had to let it go. When she wrote
to President Obama, she ex -
pressed her worst fear, becom -
ing seriously ill and not having
health insurance.Ó

Of course shortly after, her
fear came true. ÒQuite frankly
we did not know what to think
or do. One minute she was ex -
cited that President Obama
read her letter and was thinking
about going to Washington, the
next she was in the hospital di -
agnosed with leukemia,Ó Ander -
son said.

In CanfieldÕs case, her
leukemia qualified as one of So -
cial SecurityÕs Òcompassionate
allowance conditions,Ó resulting
in an expedited disability rul -
ing. She has since been ap -
proved for Social Security dis -
ability benefits and Medicaid,
the federal-state insurance pro -
gram for low-income people.

Canfield and her sister credit
social workers at the Cleveland
Clinic, where she is undergoing
treatment, with helping them
through the process.  

ÒIÕm so grateful,Ó said Can-
field, who received a bone mar -
row transplant in June, after
health care workers were able
to find a match. ÒIf they had not
found a match, I would have
had to stay on chemotherapy.Ó

CanfieldÕs dilemma is really
not that unusual, however, her
letter to the President led her to

become one of the poster chil -
dren for health care reform. In
fact, President Obama even
held a rally not far from her
home, helping to secure the
vote of Democratic Representa -
tive Dennis Kucinich, who had
opposed the bill.

ÒNatoma Canfield became the
representative for millions of
Americans who were exploited
by insurance companies and
denied the life-giving care that
they needed. My heart went out
to her and her family,Ó said
Representative Kucinich. 

Her plight inspired other
politicians as well, including
her own Congressman, fresh -
man Democratic Representative
John Boccieri, who cited her in
his decision to support the bill.
Canfield was also on the mind
of U.S. Democratic Senator
Sherrod Brown. ÒMs. CanfieldÕs
story reminds us that all
Ohioans deserve access to af -
fordable medical care,Ó Senator
Brown said.

In late March, President Oba -
ma signed the legislation that
comprised the new health re -
form law (Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act and the
Health Care and Education
Reconciliation Act). The new law
is the first major reform to the
U.S. health care system since
the creation of Medicare in
1965. 

ÒThe law is so broad that
everyone will be affected in
some way,Ó said Jack Diamond,
president of Akron-based Bren -
nan, Manna & Diamond and

head of the health law depart -
ment. ÒIt opens up coverage to
those who have not had it in the
past.Ó

But how much does it really
change things and what will it
do to help those in situations
similar to CanfieldÕs?

In her case, she suffered from
breast cancer 16 years ago,
making it difficult to get insur -
ance to begin with. ÒEven
though I was completely cured
of my breast cancer they (insur -
ance companies) were still
charging high rates. I had to
wear them down to begin with
and there was no option to go
anywhere else.Ó

While the law promises to
provide health insurance to 32
million uninsured Americans or
92 percent of the population,
many of the changes do not
take effect until 2014. However,
there is some immediate good
news for those with pre-existing
conditions. The legislation cre -
ates a national high-risk insur -
ance pool, backed by $5 billion
in federal funds that will offer
subsidized premiums to some of
the uninsured within 90 days of
the lawÕs passage. 

The pool will be administered
by the U.S. Department of
Health & Human Services
(HHS) or its contracted entities,
with the money available begin -
ning on July 1, the start of
many state fiscal years. 

States may choose whether
and how they participate in the
program. However, regardless of
whether or how a state partici -

pates, all Americans who meet
the eligibility criteria will have
the opportunity to join a high-
risk pool. Some states have vol -
unteered to run their own pools.
Thus, HHS is in the process of
reviewing proposals from some
states. 

On June 25, Ohio Depart -
ment of Insurance Director
Mary Jo Hudson announced
plans to designate Medical Mu -
tual of Ohio to operate the tem -
porary high-risk pool for
Ohioans. According to Hudson
the state will receive about
$152 million to operate the pro -
gram. 

ÒThis is an opportunity for an
Ohio-based non-profit company
to be involved in providing
health insurance benefits to the
many Ohioans who need cover -
age because of pre-existing
health conditions,Ó Hudson
said. 

ÒWe selected Medical Mutual
to operate the temporary high
risk pool program in Ohio after
a competitive process because
they can begin to cover Ohioans
by August and will do so at a
low cost.Ó

ÒPeople who would qualify for
these pools have traditionally
been left out in the cold,Ó said
Jeana Singleton, an attorney in
the health care department at
Brennan, Manna & Diamond.
ÒThe purpose of these pools is to
provide a government-subsi -
dized program for those who
have been uninsured for six
months or who have been de -
nied a policy because they have
a pre-existing condition. The
funding is capped at $5 billion,
and the program will expire on
January 1, 2014 when other
provisions become effective that
prevent insurers from denying
coverage based on pre-existing
conditions.Ó

In 2010, insurance compa -
nies will also be required to cov -
er preventive care and will be
prohibited from placing lifetime
annual spending limits on cov -
erage or canceling coverage for
those who become ill. Pre-exist -
ing condition exclusions will be
eliminated for those under 19
this year, and everyone else in
2014.  One other major change
this year is that dependents can
remain on their parentsÕ poli -
cies until age 26. 

Ohio has taken this idea a
step further and on July 1, a
new law took effect which al -
lows parents to pay to extend
coverage for children who have
not yet reached their 28th 

Continued on Page 16
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birthday. To qualify, the chil -
dren must be unmarried, Ohio
residents or full-time students
in the state, unable to get bene -
fits through their employers,
and not eligible for Medicare or
Medicaid. 

Although much has been
made about the impact the law
will have on small businesses,
in reality those with fewer than
50 employees will not be re -
quired to offer benefits and will
not be penalized for not doing
so. 

Starting in 2014, states will
create Small Business Health
Options Program Exchanges.
Modeled after the Federal Em -
ployees Health Benefits Pro -
gram, small businesses with up
to 50 employees or up to 100 in
some states, will be able to buy
insurance through these Ex -
changes, which will essentially
give these businesses and their
employees the same purchasing
power as large corporations. 

In addition, Medicaid will be
expanded. However, 2014 is al -
so the year when individuals
will be required to purchase in -
surance or face penalties. 

ÒThe penalties for not having
insurance will be adjusted as
time goes on,Ó Singleton said.
Ò2016 is when we see the last
base increase for the penalties.
Everything thereafter is based
on the 2016 penalty amounts as
well as a cost of living adjust -
ment.

ÒAt this time, no one knows
exactly what the health care in -
dustry will look like by the time
the last changes go into effect,Ó
Singleton said. ÒWith numerous

tions and Medical Homes could
very well represent the first step
toward the end of the fee-for-
service system.Ó

ÒI think itÕs a step in the right
direction,Ó said Sharona Hoff -
man, professor of law and
bioethics and co-director of the
Law-Medicine Center at Case
Western Reserve University
School of Law. ÒIt will help a lot
of people, but there is no magic
since some people will wait eight
or nine years to see change. 

ÒItÕs possible that some as -
pects will be deemed unconsti -
tutional by conservative courts.
There will be a lot of objection to
the provisions that require indi -
viduals to buy insurance or pay
penalties. On the other hand,
some people hoped for more far-
reaching reforms, believing that
a single-payer system is the on -
ly real answer. In order to en -
sure that it would pass, the ad -
ministration had to formulate
compromise legislation, so it is
not surprising that there are
both conservatives and liberals
who are disappointed with it.

ÒCurrently the United States
has the dishonorable distinction
of being the only developed
country in the world without
universal coverage. The health
care reform law goes far to rem -
edy this problem,Ó Hoffman
said. ÒIts ultimate success, how -
ever, will depend on our ability
to reduce costs while maintain -
ing and improving quality of
care, which is a considerable
challenge.Ó

Canfield is optimistic about
the future of the law. ÒItÕs a first
step in helping with the health
care crisis,Ó she said. 

lawsuits pending, calls for re -
peal or amendments, and sever -
al election seasons occurring
before 2014, the entire political
landscape could change at any
time. All of these factors make it
difficult to accurately predict
the entire impact of the new
law.Ó 

ÒThere is a healthy skepti -
cism,Ó said Joseph Feltes, the
partner in charge of the Canton
office of Buckingham, Doolittle
& Burroughs, who practices in
the area of health and medicine.
ÒItÕs all well and good to say
these are the effective dates, but
I think everybody is wrestling
with the fact that with almost
3,000 pages of legislation, there
needs to be a lot of clarification
as to how the law actually will
be implemented, which must
come through regulations,
which are being rolled out in a
remarkable volume. 

ÒSince many of the biggest
changes donÕt take effect until
2014, one of the intriguing
questions is whether some of
these provisions might be de -
clared unconstitutional or even
repealed if Congress changes its
makeup as a result of mid-term
elections, or another President
takes the helm.

ÒThe jury is still out on the
new law. ItÕs likely going to
change the face of the health
care system. I think we might
see more partnerships between
hospitals and physicians, as at -
tention turns from treatment to
wellness and prevention, with
greater emphasis on evidence-
based medicine and perform -
ance measures. The ushering in
of Accountable Care Organiza -

OHIO / LOCAL

My child was arrested:  Now what?

As the debate over improv -
ing health care in the United
States continues, there is
one aspect that gets little at -
tention:  Community Health
Centers, and the life-saving
options that such places
provide to the poor.

In fact, the recently
passed health care law un -
derwrites CHCs, enabling
them to serve nearly 20 mil -
lion new patients while
adding about 15,000 med -
ical professionals to their
staffs by 2015. The birth of
CHCs dates back to 1965
when they were created by
the Office of Economic Op -
portunity, as part of the
Lyndon Johnson Adminis -
trationÕs War on Poverty. 

Akron Community Health
Resources is one of about
1,400 nationally-designated
federally-qualified health
centers in the country. Lo -
cated at 1400 South Arling -
ton Street in Suite 38, it
opened its doors in 1994
and now serves about
17,000 patients a year.

Although it is not free, a
wide range of medical, den -
tal and mental health serv -
ices are provided to those in
need at substantially re -
duced rates based on feder -
al poverty guidelines.

ÒAbout half of our patients
are uninsured, and about

90 percent of them pay $25
for a visit,Ó said John
Sniezek, CEO of Akron
Community Health Re -
sources. ÒWe have pediatri -
cians, internists, family-
nurse practitioners and oth -
er specialists. If patients
need tests or specialty care,
we set them up at facilities
where we have arrange -
ments and they pay reduced
fees.

ÒWe are open six days a
week and have extended
hours so there is no reason
why a person cannot be
seen. Even if someone does
not have the full co-pay, we
will work out a payment
plan.Ó

Sniezek said the biggest
challenge is getting the word
out to the public. ÒHospitals
and doctors know about us,
but we constantly seek to
educate.Ó

There is also another com -
munity health care center in
Kent located at 1993 State
Route 59, one mile east of
Kent State University.

ÒWith calls for reform,
there will be a greater need
for centers like ours and we
welcome everyone with open
arms,Ó  Sniezek said.

For more information con -
tact Akron Community
Health Resources at (330)
785-2044.

Community health centers
Ð Help often overlooked  

Medina woman becomes representative

Colleges 
outsource
copying 

CLEVELAND (AP) Ñ Sever -
al Ohio colleges have out -
sourced their copy centers to
Xerox in the latest attempt to
cut costs.

Cuyahoga Community Col -
lege said Xerox Corp. will op -
erate its campus copy cen -
ters and provide new copying
and printing equipment, fol -
lowing a similar move by
Cleveland State University.

Cleveland State estimates
that the copy center switch
will save the school $500,000
per year, said Jack Boyle, the
schoolÕs vice president for
business affairs and finance.
The school wonÕt have to
budget for new printers or
copy machine maintenance
because Xerox will provide
new equipment every five
years.

The copy center switches
follow steps by colleges and
universities to reduce costs
by outsourcing the operation
of book stores, recreation
centers and dining halls.

ÒWhen the economy goes
south, everybody is looking
for new ways to do things,Ó
Boyle said. Most of XeroxÕs
managed services clients are
large corporations that want
to streamline their printing,
said Brian Walsh, who man -
ages the companyÕs sales op -
erations in Ohio.

Q: My 17-year-old daugh -
ter was arrested and is in cus -
tody.  How do I get her out?

A: Within 72 hours after
your daughter is in custody,
the court will hold a hearing to
determine whether she should
be released from detention. To
make their decision, judges
weigh several different factors,
including her age and the type
of offense committed. Since
your child is under age 18, her
case most likely will be decided
in juvenile court.

Q: Does my daughter need
an attorney?

A: Assuming your daugh -
ter is in the courtÕs custody,
she has the right to an attor -
ney, although she may waive
that right in certain cases.
However, a child whose parent,
guardian or custodian cannot
appear with him or her must be
provided with an attorney. If
your daughter is not in the
courtÕs custody, you and your
child will have to decide
whether you believe an attor -
neyÕs advice would be helpful.
You should be aware that court
staff members are not allowed
to provide legal advice, so seek -
ing legal counsel may be in
your daughterÕs best interest.  

Q: What if I canÕt afford an
attorney?

A: After reviewing the
familyÕs finances, the judge will
determine whether your
daughter is eligible to receive
aid from a court-appointed at -

ousness of the offense and oth -
er factors, the case of a child
under 18 is moved to an adult
court, where the rules and
punishments differ from juve -
nile court.  

Q: Who will be involved in
my daughterÕs case?

A: The following are peo -
ple and agencies you will most
likely come across during your
childÕs case:

Children Services, a public
agency that works with families
to provide safe, stable homes
for children and temporary fos -
ter homes, counseling, and
mental health services for par -
ents and children;

a juvenile court judge, who is
in charge of your childÕs case
and runs the courtroom,
makes rulings and orders, and
finally determines the proper
punishment during the dispo -
sition; a magistrate may also be
involved and has similar func -
tions; 

the prosecutor, who repre -
sents the state in most court
proceedings and is an advocate
for justice, helping to properly
carry out dispositions;

a Guardian Ad Litem (GAL),
who investigates your childÕs
best interest, serves as the
Òeyes and earsÓ of the court,
speaks with parents, schools,
and other people in your childÕs

life to ensure she is safe and
healthy.  (The GAL prepares re -
ports that the court often con -
siders before making any final
decisions on the childÕs pun -
ishment.  A GAL is not appoint -
ed in every case.)   It is impor -
tant to understand that a GAL
advocates for your childÕs best
interests, but is not your childÕs
attorney.

Q: Can I be held criminally
responsible for what my daugh -
ter did?

A: Yes. Parents,
guardians, and custodians of
minors can be held liable to
any victim of their child for up
to $10,000 and court costs. In
some cases, the parent may be
able to perform community
service instead of paying mone -
tary damages. 

Q: Can my daughterÕs ju -
venile record be sealed?

A: Yes. Two years after the
case is adjudicated, your
daughter may ask the court to
seal her records. If she does not
make the request, or her re -
quest is denied, the records will
remain on file indefinitely.

This ÒLaw You Can UseÓ col-
umn was provided by the Ohio
State Bar Association.  It was
prepared by Lima attorney Nicole
M. Winget, who focuses on crimi -
nal and family law, and Matthew
Gwin, a student at the University
of Dayton School of Law.  The col -
umn offers general information
about the law.  Seek an attor -
neyÕs advice before applying this
information to a legal problem.

torney. Some fees may apply. 

Q: What are the steps in
the legal process?

A: After the complaint is
filed, an arraignment is sched -
uled.  At this time, your child
will appear before the court
with you (parent, guardian or
custodian) to be informed of
the charges in the complaint,
her legal rights, and the possi -
ble dispositions (punishments).
Your child will also tell the
court whether she is admitting
or denying the charges (the
equivalent of pleading ÒguiltyÓ
or Ònot guiltyÓ).  Then the case
will be scheduled for further
hearings such as pre-trials or a
trial, depending on the case.
As her parent, you must attend
all court proceedings regarding
your child.  If you fail to appear,
the court may find you in con -
tempt.

Q: What punishment could
my daughter face?

A: Some of the punish -
ments juvenile offenders may
face punishments include a
driverÕs license suspension,
fines, up to 500 hours of com -
munity service, admission to a
juvenile detention facility for up
to 90 days, foster care, proba -
tion, or any other reasonable
requirement the court finds
necessary. Children who com -
mit felony type crimes may face
up to six months in detention
or remain in detention until
their 21st birthday. Once in a
while, depending on the seri -

Ohio StateBar Association

Law You Can Use


